
“ . . . God forbid that I should glory, save in        
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .”  

Galatians 6:14
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Her uncles and aunts and her friends.

The ill, the bereaved, and discouraged

Are cheered by the cards which she sends.

Oh, if only she had children 

For whom she could sew tiny clothes,

Feeling the thrill of excitement

A mother-in-waiting well knows,

Choosing the baby-soft fabric,

Cutting the pieces with care,

Happily stitching each garment 

With love and a dream and a prayer!

Returning again to the present

She folds up her fanciful dreams. 

She hums as she patiently stitches

The lengths of monotonous seams.

The clothes she is skillfully making

Are sewn for some people in need,

And many a work-driven mother 

Has reason to bless her indeed. 

Oh, if only she had children,

Children to teach and to train!

How thrilling to help them develop

New skills of the body and brain!

What pleasure to watch Baby forming

New words with a faltering tongue!

How great the importance of teaching

Obedience while they are still young!

What fun it would be to teach daughters



26 C a l v a r y  M e s s e n g e r

To cook and to bake and to sew

And how to make order of chaos—

Those things which a daughter should know

Right now, though, there’s no time for dreaming,

She smiles at the questioning hands

And tries to explain proper fractions

In terms that her class understands.

She finds her position fulfilling.

Unconsciously, too, she has taught

Many an older disciple

Whose life has been constantly fraught

With trials and sore disappointments

To carry a song and a smile,

For living for God and for others

Is sure to make living worthwhile. 

Oh, if only she had children! 

Less often she feels this sharp cry.

Submission steals over her being

As year after year passes by.

Contentment has given its blessing,

And God is the Source of her joy.

She feels deep within her a stillness

No trouble can shake or destroy. 

And how unexpected the gladness

To see how God chose to impart,

Through all of her service, the answer

To comfort the cry of her heart.

[From Family Life, Jan., 2008, by permission.]
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Our men buy parts and ma-
chinery at a Ford dealership 
in a nearby town. Some time 

ago, this place of business had a very 
immoral calendar hanging on the wall 
of the parts department. LeRoy, my 
husband, decided it is not fit to take his 
sons along to that store. Later, when he 
sent a check to pay a bill, he enclosed a 
note to the effect that the calendar may 
adversely affect their business. 

Some time later, the owner called 
and was very apologetic. The calen-
dar had been removed. Today, the 
owner seems to have a high respect 
for LeRoy.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
An elderly neighbor lady died. 

Her husband was already deceased 
and LeRoy had been pall bearer at 
his funeral. He had worked with 

Godly Manhood
Lydia Nissley, Catlett, VA

this elderly couple and had done 
things for them, so he was asked to 
be pall bearer again. Of course, he 
consented. We were with the family 
at the funeral home and LeRoy sat 
with the other pall bearers. 

We were part of the funeral pro-
cession that went to the grave site. 
At the grave site, after the committal 
service and when the flowers had 
been placed on the casket, the pall 
bearers proceeded to give the three 
daughters and their spouses a hug 
and a word of condolence. What was 
LeRoy to do? He does not believe it 
is proper to hug other women. So, he 
didn’t. He kindly shook hands while 
we talked and sought to comfort the 
relatives in that way.

Two examples of godly man-
hood!  

The Declaration of Indepen-
dence, adopted by America’s 
founding colonies on July 4, 

1776, states that the Creator has given 
all men certain unalienable rights. It 
lists these rights as “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” I am not sure 
just what the founding fathers meant 

Happiness or Holiness?
John E. Glick, Gap, PA

by this statement, but I will interpret 
it to say that the Creator has given all 
men the privilege to be free from the 
bondage of sin and to have life ever-
lasting. He has commanded all men to 
repent and to pursue holiness. 

In studying happiness, we find it 
spoken of in a positive way in Scrip-
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ture. God certainly does not object 
to our being happy. A much deeper 
experience, though, is that of joy. 
Happiness seems to be dependent on 
circumstances. It’s easy to be happy 
when we are healthy and things are 
going well, but when sadness comes, 
happiness flees. 

Joy is a fruit of the Spirit. It is not 
dependent on outward circumstances. 
Joy springs from a positive relation-
ship with God. We can sorrow be-
cause of unfavorable circumstances, 
yet at the same time, have the joy of 
the Lord in our hearts. Paul wrote to 
the Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord 
alway” (4:7). He also said that because 
of the unbelief of his fellow Jews, he 
had “continual sorrow in his heart” 
(Romans 9:2). To the Corinthians he 
described himself as “sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing” (2 Cor. 6:10). 

Unregenerate society seems to 
be engrossed in the pursuit of hap-
piness. What is alarming is how it 
has “rubbed off ” on the church. The 
Epicureans of Paul’s time believed 
that pleasure was the chief end of 
man. Do those who observe our 
lifestyle have reason to think that we 
also believe that? While Christians in 
some countries are willing to suffer 
for the cause of Christ, many of us 
here in the West are busy pursuing 
“The American Dream.” Sports and 
entertainment hold a prominent 

place in the lives of many professing 
Christians. We spend much money 
and take great measures to make life 
pleasant for ourselves. When this be-
comes the driving force in our lives, 
we lose sight of the call to holiness. 

The Scriptures nowhere promise an 
easy life to the believer. Jesus said that 
if one would be a disciple, he must 
bear the cross. He said people may 
mock us, reject us or even persecute 
us physically. He spoke of being sepa-
rated from family and friends. Paul 
said that we must go through much 
tribulation to enter the kingdom of 
God (Acts 14:22). 

God calls His people to something 
much nobler than the pursuit of 
happiness. He calls us to holiness.

Holiness is, first of all, to be cleansed 
and liberated by the blood of Jesus. 
The pursuit of holiness involves going 
against the tide. The seeker of holi-
ness recognizes that “this vile world” 
is not “a friend to grace.” Those who 
pursue holiness are seeking to glorify 
God rather than pursuing personal 
ambitions. They are more concerned 
about the salvation of souls than 
about happiness and pleasant sur-
roundings. Pursuing holiness may 
mean fasting, weeping, and agoniz-
ing in prayer. It may mean foregoing 
some temporal pleasures that oth-
ers engage in. The way of holiness, 
however, is the way of real joy. Such 
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joy has enabled martyrs to sing and 
praise God while facing execution.

Those who pursue only happiness 
will suddenly experience an awful 
emptiness when the things of this 
world pass away, whereas those who 
pursue holiness are laying up trea-
sures in another world. The way of 
holiness leads right on up into glory. 
There the cross will be exchanged for 

a crown. There, at God’s right hand, 
there are pleasures forevermore. 

If we choose to travel the broad 
road of ease and pleasure, then we 
must accept the destiny to which it 
leads. Let us, much rather, choose to 
find our joy and fulfillment in God. 
The strait gate and the narrow way 
lead into His very presence, where 
we will enjoy Him forever.

“Earnestness is good and impressive; 
genius is gifted and great; 
thought kindles and inspires, BUT…

It takes a diviner endowment, and more powerful energy than earnest-
ness or genius or thought--

-to break the chains of sin, 
-to win estranged and depraved hearts to God, 
-to repair the breaches and restore the Church to her old ways of 

purity and power. 

Nothing but the anointing of the Holy Spirit can do this.”

[From E. M Bounds, (1835-1913), from Preacher and Prayer, p. 93-94, 
published in 1907. Emphasis added.]

The Holy Spirit’s Touch

We cannot lead beyond where we have 
gone ourselves.
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We are thankful that Calvary Bible 
School is nestled in such an ideal 
location away from the distractions 
of modern life. Here in the Ozark 
Mountains, we can enjoy God’s creation 
as we listen to the rippling stream, 
observe the deep blue sky, or take a quiet 
walk and see deer graze peacefully in the 
valley. This year we were even able to 
take a walk in nine inches of snow.  

This institution of learning is open 
to any person, regardless of nationality, 
if they have confessed Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior and possess a desire 
to grow in the understanding of the 
Word of God. Students must commit 
themselves to a study of the Bible 
and cooperate in upholding biblical 
standards of conduct. The purpose of 
this study discipline is to promote holy 
living and to prepare for a lifetime of 
Christian service in and through the 
church. Our prayer is that all students 
may fulfill the Great Commission, that 
is, in some way, make disciples at home 
and in the regions beyond. 

Within the high plastered walls of the 
main building, you might hear beautiful, 
four-part singing that moves one in 
awesome worship of our Heavenly Father. 
Calvary Bible School provides crowded 
hallways, full schedules, and pressing 
assignments. When the classes are in 
session, there is often careful listening, 

writing down organized material, or 
participating in discussion. 

The total enrollment this winter was 
207 students from states as far-flung 
as New York to Georgia, Texas and 
California. Kansas was well represented 
and there was as sprinkling from 
Minnesota and a number of the corn-
belt states. Ohio and Pennsylvania had 
the highest number. We had dedicated 
students from Canada, Belize, El 
Salvador, Romania, Liberia, and Kenya. 
In the first term, there were 78 new 
students and only 11 who had attended 
here before. Second term had the 
highest number of students, with 54 
men and 54 women. At meal time the 
cooks fed 137 people, which included 
staff and faculty, and their wives and 
children. In the third term, we had 60 
students. These people bonded through 
struggles, prayers, tears, joyful sharing 
times, and meaningful relationships.     

This was our fourth year for offering 
a six-week term. The two three-week 
terms have good purpose and we plan 
to continue to offer them, especially 
for students and teachers who cannot 
commit themselves for six weeks. The 
third term has specific advantages. 
For example, normally a student in 
two, three-week terms can receive 
credits in eight subjects. However, in 
the six-week term one can only take 

m i s s i o n  a w a r e n e s s

Hitherto Hath the Lord Helped Us
Floyd Stoltzfus
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h e l p e r s  a t  h o m e

May is the month for Moth-
er’s Day. Those of us who 
are mothers look forward 

to phone calls, cards, and perhaps 
flowers or visits from our married 
sons and daughters. Younger mothers 
anticipate homemade gifts and cards 
or maybe a bouquet of wild flowers 
lovingly clutched in grubby little 
hands and bestowed with childish 
delight. I remember well of slipping 
outside on Mother’s Day morning 
to “surprise” my own mother with a 
bunch of lily of the valleys out of her 
own garden. 

Another memory of Mother’s Day 

Mother’s Day
Mary June Glick, Seneca, SC

is the flowers that my father always 
gave to Mom on her special day and 
my own husband has continued that 
tradition. No, I am not his mother, 
but I am the mother of his children. 

Every woman is born with a “moth-
ering” heart and deserves to be re-
membered on Mother’s Day, even if 
she never gave birth physically. Older 
single women have nurtured nieces 
and nephews, school students and 
befriended younger people in the 
youth group. Use this Mother’s Day 
to show your appreciation and love 
to them. For you single ladies, you 
may be surprised to find that you 

three subjects with more extensive and 
in-depth study. 

Come with us to Harrison, Arkansas, 
for a Saturday of witnessing: some 65 
people spread out in the town in groups 
of two or three. We offer free Gospel 
CD’s and tracts. A word of witness is 
given as the Holy Spirit opens doors of 
opportunity. A prayer may be offered 
for someone who indicates a special 
need. We write this need on a card and 
bring it back to CBS and share it with 
the rest of the school for prayer. 

On one day, we gathered about 120 
requests. Here are several samples of 
people with need: Arthur and Clara are 
confused about the Bible. They don’t 

believe in hell and are bitter about not 
being able to have children. Boyd and 
Cheryl are struggling in their marriage 
and experience depression. Preston 
(age 14) was broken and penitent and 
decided to become a Christian. He 
seemed sincere and was glad in the 
Lord.

Our prayer is that we may keep this 
vision of witnessing as we return to 
our home communities. Psalm 126:5 
and 6 depict the scope of evangelism. 
“They that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him.”    
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could be a source of encouragement 
to young mothers with several small 
children who feel overwhelmed with 
the daily responsibilities of mother-
hood. There are married women who 
long to be mothers and actually dread 
Mother’s Day. Let them know that 
you care about them. 

There are older widows in our 
neighborhoods who feel very alone. 
Drop in with a bouquet of flowers 
and brighten their day. Mother’s Day 
is a day of spreading love to those 
in our families and stretching the 
border to those outside our natural 
blood limitations.

Recently I had the privilege of sit-
ting among a group of women. As 
we went around the circle sharing 
our thoughts from the past week, I 
was saddened to hear the frustra-
tion, discouragement, and physical 
exhaustion expressed especially by 
mothers with small children. I know 
I forget the negative aspects and tend 
to remember only the joys of mother-
hood, so I confess I could not quite 
relate to the negative comments. In 
spite of that, I would like to share 
some insights I have gleaned through 
the years that may help you to think 
of motherhood as a joyful experience 
and to bring you a renewed sense of 
awe and fulfillment on this Mother’s 
Day:

1. Take care of your body. 
Eat healthful, nourishing meals. 

Take your vitamins. Get lots of rest; 
don’t hesitate to take an afternoon 

nap. If you are struggling with post-
partum depression, make an ap-
pointment with your doctor. 

2. Lower your expectations.
I want to say this carefully because 

I realize we can expect nothing and 
receive nothing. I also realize mothers 
can have unrealistic expectations of the 
perfect family and become discour-
aged when they discover their family 
is not perfect. Relax and enjoy.

3.Take every thought captive by the 
grace of God.

Our thoughts are not sin but if we 
dwell on negative thoughts, they can 
become sin in the form of discontent-
ment, anger, bitterness, covetousness 
and so on. Fill your mind with whole-
some, happy thoughts. It is OK to 
listen to music, books on tape, mes-
sages, but also allow for quiet times 
to hear God’s voice. Be thankful. A 
thankful heart is a happy heart. 

4. Guard your time.
A mother’s time is valuable. Your 

children will respond to a schedule 
and a disciplined mother. Don’t use 
the computer and telephone as a form 
of escape. Teach your children to work 
and teach them how to play. 

5.   Enjoy your children.
Let them know you enjoy them 

in each stage of their development: 
toddlers, preschool, school age, teen-
agers. Express your pleasure in them. 
Take an interest in their friends, 
activities, their likes and dislikes. 
Remember that God delights in you 

Happy Mother’s Day to each of 
you!
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j u n i o r  m e s s a g e s

The Man in White-Part 1 of 6
Based on an actual account

Roseanne Peachy

The Mohammed in this story is a real person. The major events are true, only 
a few details have been added. 

Many Muslims around the world have little or no knowledge of Jesus Christ 
and are first introduced to Him as “The Man in White,” either through dreams 
or visions that God gives them. Keep them in your prayers, so many are enduring 
rejection and persecution from their loved ones, once they turn to Christianity 
and accept Jesus as their Savior. 

It was early morning and already 
the sun rose hot and bright over 
the Nigerian countryside. Seven-

year-old Mohammed stepped out of 
his family’s small wooden hut and 
began doing his chores. His father 
owned a herd of cattle, and according 
to tradition, the youngest son needed 
to rise first. Mohammed milked the 
cows, and sent them out to graze. Then 
he built a fire to keep the flies away. He 
loved the cows so much that he liked 
to call them his very own.  

Mohammed loved one person more 
than his cows. It was his father, whom 
he affectionately called, “Baba.” In his 
eyes, Baba seemed to be the greatest 
man in the world—always so strong, 
smart, brave, and wise.

“Baba, I want to be just like you 
when I grow up,” Mohammed would 
say every day. His father would only 
chuckle. When Father knelt down to 
pray to Allah, the Muslim god, little 

Mohammed would do the same. 
“Allah is the one and only true god,” 

his father often said. 
“Mohammed, you must always remain 

a Muslim, because it is right! Allah will 
reward you for your endurance. You 
must NEVER listen to any foolish 
Christian talk about their god, the 
Prophet Isa. (“Isa” is the Muslims’ name 
for Jesus Christ.) The son would nod in 
obedient assent to his father’s frequent 
words of wisdom. As he grew older, he 
had a deepening hunger to worship 
Allah and to honor his name.   

Ten years went by. Mohammed grew 
into a tall, lean young man. He still 
tended cattle, lived in the same hut, and 
helped his father in the same fields. Yet, 
something was different. He often felt 
lonely and hollow inside. 

“Baba,” he approached his father 
one night, “I must request one thing. I 
have a growing hunger to get a proper 
education and attend an Arabic school, 
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so I can better understand the Koran, 
our holy book.” Mohammed believed 
that he could find rest for his soul if he 
acquired knowledge about its writings. 

“Yes, perhaps I will send you to 
Bauchi, to attend Sheik Ibrahim’s 
school ,”  his  father  responded 
thoughtfully. Mohammed felt like 
leaping for joy. 

Several years went by and Mohammed 
also received education from other 
schools about how to interpret the 
Koran and the fundamentals of the 
Islamic religion. 

“Allah, greatest god of all,” he often 
prayed, “I want to serve you with my 
life. Show me the way to go, so I can be 
called great in your sight.” It seemed the 
hungrier Mohammed grew for his god, 
the farther away Allah seemed to be.

When Mohammed was 22 years old, 
he began wishing to travel to Saudi 
Arabia for further advanced studies. 
But his father asked him to come home. 
“Son,” he said gravely, “you mother and 
I feel it is best that you get married 
before leaving for Saudi Arabia. After 
all, isn’t Allah’s will for every man to 
be married?”

Mohammed stayed silent for a long 
time. Oh, how desperately he wished 
to fill that haunting, empty void in his 
soul. He replied soberly, “Baba, I want 
to know Allah more intimately. This 
is the deepest desire of my heart. It is 
even a desire stronger than marriage.” 
His father shook his head in perplexity. 
When would his son ever be satisfied 
with receiving an education? Was it 
driving him mad? 

Mohammed reluctantly stayed home 
on the farm and went back to being a 
herdsman. Because he had received 
several years of religious training his 
family and relatives revered him as 
their spiritual leader. 

One dark night, everything in his 
world changed. It came in the form 
of a series of terrifying, mysterious 
dreams. In his first dream, he walked 
along through a field when suddenly 
evil men in black robes began attacking 
him. The following night, he had the 
same dream, but his terror vanished, 
when still in his dream, a tall, peaceful 
looking man dressed in a long, 
shimmering, white robe appeared.

The Man in White asked, “My son, 
what are you doing here?”

“I don’t know!” Mohammed cried 
in distress. 

The Man in White reached down 
and lifted him up and replied, “Let me 
take you home. I love you, my son!” 
Continuing in his dream, Mohammed 
watched in awe as the evil men fled at the 
sight of the Man in White. He wanted to 
be in His presence forever. It seemed as if 
he had been trapped in a dark dungeon, 
then suddenly had freedom to walk in 
brilliant, heavenly sunlight—a world of 
glorious gardens and rainbows. 

When Mohammed awoke, he 
couldn’t stop thinking about the 
dream. Who was the Man in White? 
Why did he feel this way? Was this more 
than an ordinary dream? 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
To be continued…
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People never really succeed 
when they make people BIG 
and God small. Yet this is per-

haps the number one temptation that 
all humans have in common. 

A long time ago, Jesus asked, “How 
can ye believe, which receive honor 
one of another, and seek not the honor 
that cometh from God only?”

Why is it so hard for us to learn 
this truth?

We discussed this human dilemma 
at length in the Interpersonal 

Relationships Class this winter at 
CBS. In the following paragraphs, 
you will read what some of the 
students had to say, after going home 
to “real life.”

If you are interested in learning 
more about this subject, I would 
recommend reading the book, When 
People are Big and God is Small by 
Edward T. Welch. Many youth and 
older people have found this book to 
be helpful in their goal to make God 
the only one they serve. —EE

y o u t h  m e s s a g e s

Dear Youth,

What happens in communities and churches 
when people are BIG and God is SMALL?

This Month’s
Question

r e s p o n s e  f r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s …

When people are big and God is 
small is when people care more about 
what other people think than what 
God thinks. They allow other people 
to control them. When they allow that 
they are not able to wholeheartedly 
follow God’s leading because it might 
mean doing something of which 
others do not approve. If people in the 
church do not follow God’s leading it 
becomes dead spirituality. They cannot 
serve God; whereby they cut off any 
relationship with Him.

“Fear of people” also makes people 
think they must have everything as 
good—or better—than the next person. 

Jealousy and covetousness keeps them 
from having close friendships with 
people and God. They might even start 
hating people and causing rifts among 
people. 

Arlene Reimer, Spanish Lookout, 
Belize

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 
Those who make people big and God 

small tend to move away from God’s 
principles because they care more 
about what others think than what God 
thinks. They often serve self because 
they don’t have a proper fear of God.

Gideon Eichorn, London, OH
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•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
We as humans naturally crave 

acceptance. When people are BIG and 
God is small, peer pressure becomes 
an incredibly strong force! We see it 
daily; people are driven to all kinds of 
crazy lifestyles just to fit in, or to be on 
top of their small group of friends. In a 
church, people become so focused on 
each other (others’ opinions and ideas) 
that people become more important 
than God. Decisions are made via 
popularity instead of a well-balanced, 
scriptural basis. Furthermore, the fear 
of people becomes a manipulative force 
in our lives. We begin to form ideas 
about those people whom we take to be 
on our own level and those who we take 
to be on a higher level than ourselves. 
Based on these erroneous ideas, we 
guard ourselves against some people, 
taking them to be above our status, 
and actually hinder relationships from 
forming. On the other hand, we reject 
people whom we term as below our 
group, hindering our relationships 
with them. Many times a twisted focus 
is fed by our own pride. If two people 
are walking in humility it is impossible 
for them not to get along. Some people 
react by becoming approval addicts. 
They thrive on approval from peers 
(instead of from God) and feel hurt and 
left out if they are not popular. When 
the fear of God is stronger than the fear 
of man, relationships thrive.

Daniel Yoder, Free Union, VA 
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

In any situation where people are 
bigger to us than God, we are headed for 
trouble. We begin fearing man instead 
of fearing God. Naturally, we all have a 
fear of man, but our American culture 
has only intensified this by teaching us 
to think about “me” rather than “us” and 
because of all our “needs” and “rights.”

We eventually come to fear the things 
or people we think we need. When we 
pursue the things we think we “need,” 
we can become selfish, demanding, 
controlling and yet never satisfied. We 
can also tend to become self-sufficient 
and not need anyone else OR become 
so dependent that other people take 
the place of God in our lives and we 
avoid any responsibilities. Because of 
our fear of man, we compare ourselves 
to others instead of God and we forget 
who we really are. 

We start thinking that some people 
don’t deserve our love and respect so 
we treat them differently than those 
we like. This ultimately sets up “caste 
systems,” pecking orders, cliques, or 
whatever you want to call it where 
people are placed on different levels by 
how well they know their Bibles, how 
well-behaved their children are, and 
so on. It can also depend on your age, 
what you wear, how much money you 
have, your popularity, how intelligent 
you are, what you drive, how nice your 
house is kept, and many more. 

What we are really saying when we 
put ourselves on these levels is that we 
are more valuable to God and He loves 
us more than those on the levels below 
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us. The people on the lowest levels 
usually feel rejected because we may 
avoid them or in some way make them 
feel unwanted. Some of these people 
may experience emotional or spiritual 
problems such as difficulty in relating 
to others, bitterness, and wondering 
if God loves them. We ourselves are 
actually afraid of what others think or 
will say and are not free to serve God, 
as we should. Our reputation matters 
more to us than our character or what 
God thinks of us. As the fear of God 
becomes less and less, the fear of man 
becomes stronger.

Mary King, Port Royal, PA
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •     

People who are “big” and have God 
as “small,” are most likely proud and 
self-centered, thinking only of their own 
wants, needs and self-image. They are 
afraid to do anything out of the ordinary 
or “uncool” for fear of what others may 
think. As a result, people in the church 
and community with special needs 
(such as widows, singles, or the elderly) 
will most likely be neglected.

These “big” people won’t notice 
the needs around them since they’re 
so busy looking out for themselves 
and their self-image. When they are 
called on to have devotions or a topic, 
they may either be pleased to have the 
opportunity to show off how well they 
can do it, or refuse on account of what 
others may think. The offerings will 
be meager because these people are 
mostly concerned about fulfilling their 

own wants and wishes. Their spiritual 
life will be very shallow, since they 
are focusing on self, which is pride. 
God hates pride, so as a result, He will 
cut them off from among His people. 
(Proverbs 16:5). 

In essence, the poor will stay poor, 
the lonely will stay lonely, and the 
churches will be suffering from having 
proud and spiritually dead members.

Clara Kuhns, Arthur, IL
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Well, I believe a lot of things happen 
and I think it is safe to say that those 
things are not good.

I believe that one of those things 
is that we become fearful of change. 
I think we can all agree that we have 
our own comfort zone. We try to stay 
in that zone as much as possible. We 
clam up and don’t want to do anything 
outside our comfort zone because we 
might look dumb or naïve. This makes 
us want to stay where we are and how 
we are. We don’t want God to stretch 
us and make us different from others. 
It hurts, right? It’s not comfortable. 
We think about what our friends will 
say, our parents, our siblings, our 
schoolteachers, our pastors, other 
denominations, and maybe even 
people that we don’t know!

Why? Because God is small and what 
people think about us and the way we 
do things becomes the number one 
“inspiration” in our lives. Let’s not let 
that happen. 

Kendall Nissley, Parksburg, PA
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Periodicals

 Emotion may make the world go round, but common sense keeps it 
from going too fast.
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Don’t pay a compliment as if you expected a receipt.
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

It is better to create happiness than to pursue it.
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

A mind stretched by a new idea never returns to its original 
dimensions.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Before making a negative judgment on a sermon, try it out.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Knowing one’s own limitations is the first step in overcoming them.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Liberty is worthless, except liberty which is under law.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Some people figure that now that we have antibiotics, we don’t need 

prayer anymore.
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Our creeds may be interesting, but out deeds are much more 
convincing.

Thought Gems


